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Dr. But where else had they the knowledge of
some things, which nothing but spirit and spirituous
converse could possibly convey ?

A. What things were they ? I do not rightly un-
derstand you.

Dr. Why, first, for example, music, that heavenly
science, the doctrine of sounds; measured and di-
vided so as by dissonance to make harmony, to be
admired by every ear, to move the passions, and
agitate the soul, to be read by notes, understood by
the differing key of sounds, the only universal charac-
ter in the world. Could the genius of man invent it?
No : it came from the invisible world, and was cer-
tainly communicated from the fountain of knowledge,
by the agency of the good spirits, with which they
so freely conversed.

A. You advance boldly, doctor.

Dr. That may fairly be asserted, which is impos-
sible to be otherwise.

A. I won't venture to say it is impossible.

Dr. But I dare say it, and with good reason;
then there is the doctrine of numbers, which we call
vulgarly arithmetic; this with music seem to be two
infinites, the bounds of them and the variety is not
to be measured, or conceived of, and how could
human genius measure them out ?

A. What do you infer from thence ?

Dr. Nothing but this; that those good benefi-
cent spirits, with whom mankind had then the bless-
ing of a daily society, filled their minds and inspired
their thoughts with these noble and useful dis-
coveries, and qualified them daily to improve upon
them,

A. You talk above me now indeed.

Dr. You cannot say but I talk plainly, and intel-
ligible.

A. So you conclude that the good spirits in-
structed them in these sublimer parts of knowledge?